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The Research and Investigation on Sportsmen’s
moral intellect in contestsVia interviews with
some basketball players

Chiu-Yen Wang
Department of Sport Health & Leisure, Ching Kuo Institute of Management & Health

Abstract

This research presents three circumstances consisting of nine questions for interviewees
to answer. The ten interviewees selected from our school basketball team with first grade
experience in Colleges & Universities League Match were asked to answer questions
regarding: 1. Perspective of morality; 2. Response to coach’s instruction; 3. Reaction to
circumstances of contest. The conclusion is listed as follows: 1.In the conflict between win
and sports morality, some players are likely to adopt means or tricks against sports morality in
order to win the games; but some players can still persist in their conscience. It shows that
those who go against sports morality actually feel uneasy, and the longer a player is involved
in sports competition, the more hesitant and weaker the moral intellect becomes even though
it still exists within. 2.Players may feel bound to follow coach’s instruction even when it is
against sports morality because of the intension to win or to keep one’s own position in a
team or just to obey the instruction. As top of the hierarchy of a team, an coach has the
authority to dominate the whole team; and therefore eoachs should discipline themselves and
esteem their own responsibility 1W 3.Technical foul or other tricks and
intentional behaviors happened in basketball matches have become common in games.
Though most players disapprove of these behaviors, yet once the opponents play tricks on
them, they may return with tricks as well and justify the behaviors as a strategy adopted in an
unfair competition. However, players also agree that on the basis of sportsmanship, as long as
one has a correct mindset, one can have the ability of self-control and self-domination and

won’t be conditioned by the environment around.

Key Words: sports morality, moral dilemma, moral intellect
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