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An Exploration of the Meaning of General
Education

Yi-Huang Shih
Assistant Professor, Department of Early Childhood Educare
Ching Kuo Institute of Management and Health

Abstract

Recently, the significance of general education has been recognized by more and more
researchers in Taiwan university education. However, there has been little agreement as to the
meaning of general education and the lack of agreement might negatively influence the
development of general education. For the reason, this essay intends to explore the meaning
of general education, and hopes that such an exploration will benefit the development of
general education. Based on the exploration of this essay, the meaning of general education
includes: (1) general education is the education of general capacity, (2) general education is
the education which liberates one person’s subjective consciousness, (3) general education is
holistic education, (4) the essence of general education is liberal education, (5) the ultimate
concern of general education is humanistic spirit, (6) general education is not supplement

education, and (7) general education is the basis and core of university education.

Keywords: humanistic spirit, holistic education, education of general capacity, general
education, liberal education
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