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"Recreation" of Drama Material-On the Drama of
Chuang Chou

Shen Hui—Ju
Ching Kuo Institute of Manscement and Health

Abstract

The adaptation of drama material is either a story of ancient times or a
description of modern lives. Drama adapted from ancient times can be categorized as
historical and fictional. A new historical version is based on real characters and events in
history; while a new fictional version is rewritten based on ancient novels, folklores,
traditional drama, or bits and pieces from related literatures. Among fictional daptation,
"neo-traditional drama" is more challenging. If the adaptation can not breathe new life into
the old storyline, the reinterpretation is meaningless. However, with a different genre and
cast, the playwright can introduce the drama from a different viewpoint. Therefore, the
writer uses the same drama material with a new interpretation. A renowned drama scholar
Chang Jeng once said, "an adaptation is indeed a recreation." This article will use Chang
Jeng's word "Recreation” to name this type of adaptation from traditional drama.

"Recreation" is very popular in Chinese Drama. This article chooses the dramas
of Chuang Chou to exemplify the process of rebuilding raw materials. The popular
"Butterfly Dream" and "Testing the Wife" of Chuang Chou were adapted numerous times.
From Yuan Dynasty's "Za Chu" show to Nobel Prize winner Gao Xingjian, Chuang Chou's
drama has been one of writers' favorite. The present study attempts, through analyses on the
series of scripts, to sort out concise and practical rules for the "Recreation" of classical
drama .

Keywords: drama material, recreation, butterfly dream, Chuang Chou's testing the wife
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