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Mun Chiao's Personal Experiences:
A Study of His Cosmology

Chu Ching Liu
Ching Kuo Institute of Management and Health

Abstract

Tang Dynasty is the golden time of Chinese poetry. During the period, the Chinese poetry
reached a ultimate perfection and had an important influence on the upcoming poetic style.
While the 'God of Poem' and 'Saint of Poem' were highly praised and respected, there were
many so-called 'secondary' poets standing like wall grasses.

Mun Chiao, Gia Tao, Yen Cheng, Pai Chee-I, four great poets in that period, inevitably
were despised as minors. Just as Shon Tung-po commented their poetic genres as follows:
"Mun is shabby; Gia is meager; Yen is verdant and Pai is gaudy."

As a matter of fact, a poet's genre is naturally created from his personal background and
experience. That is to say, sincere heart makes one to write a poem. From time on, a poem is a
mirror of one's emotion or thought.

However, there are subjective and objective reasons for Mun Chiao's shabbiness. If we
appreciate his poems with a tender heart, we can deeply share his points of view toward life.

key words: Mun chiao, background. poetry.
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