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A Study of the Relationship Between Selecting Learning Areas and
Playing Behaviors Among Young Children

Shida Liao
Deh Yu College of Nursing and Managemment

Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to explore the playing behaviors at different learning areas among
young children. There were 24 four- and five-year-old children in the sample respectively, totally were 48
children.

Natural observation with time-sampling record method was used in this study. At children’s free time
the well-trained observers observed and recorded children’s playing behaviors at different learning areas
without disturbing children’s activity.

The main findings were as following:

1. There were significant differences between learning areas which children staying, the decreasing
sequence was : (1)the art area, (2)the toy area, (3) the knowledge area, (4)the public area, (5)the housing area,
(6)the outdoor area, (7)the reading area, (8)the block area and (9)the unfixed area.

2. The children’s age play a significant role on selecting the learning areas. Significant relativity was
found between the age and the learning area they stayed most frequently, the children of four- and
five-year-old groups both stayed in the art area most frequently, but it was not the same in the housing area,
the four-year-old one was much more than another.

3. The number of staying at the outdoor area indicated that the male more than the female, maybe it
could be explained as the male were more interested in staying in outdoor than the female among the
children.

4. The differences were founded between different categories of social play, the decreasing sequence
was parallel play , grouping, non-play, looking on / nothing to do/activity transferring and playing by oneself.

5. There were most parallel play in both of the age groups, and more playing by oneself in the
five-year-old children than four-year-old does.

6. The parallel play were the most popular ones, and the rule play were also found in the children’s free
time activities, but they seemed not often.

Key words: Playing behavior, Play, Learning area, Young children, Time-sampling
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