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A Case Study on Edu-Care Worker with Her Professional Constructs
System

Hui-Chun Lee and Yuan-Hsien Kao
Deh-Yu College of Nursing and Management

Abstract
This study based on the theory of Personal Construct Psychology as "Man looks at his world through
transparent templates which he creates and then attempts to fit over the realities of which the world is
composed."(Kelly, 1955). For enchanting the quality of co-operation between the edu-care workers in the day
care institute, the understanding profession related issues of individual personal constructs is assumed to be
positively contributed to the operation. This study applied the interview approach: using grid for eliciting the
basic constructs and then laddering the important constructs up to their core or superordinate constructs, for
developing a personal constructs’ diagram. The method of case study is also initially exploring the property
of laddering approaches for applying the technique as a tool of helping the professional development in the
educational context. It hopes to contribute the quality of professional development and the co-operation
between the workers in the constructivist institute. One of the initial results shows that the professional
constructs hold higher permeability which contrast to the family roles’ constructs. In the other words, for the
participant in this study as long as her professional constructs are conflicted with her constructs of personal
role in family, she tend to modulate her professional constructs. There is need to further examine this finding:
how common this is in the edu-care profession, and how is the influences on the professionalism. There are
some findings with the technique of laddering itself.
Key words: Personal Construct Psychology, Edu-care worker, Day care institute, Professional
construct system, Laddering approach, Professional development
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