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Literary Phenomena in Taiwan and Mainland China at the End of the
20" Century---From Wei Huei’s “Shanghai Babe”

Liu Shiang-Jen and Shen Hui-Ju
Deh-Yu College of Nursing and Management

Abstract

From the visit of Nobel Prize winner Gao Xingjian, to the book promotion of “Platonic Sex”—the
memoir of Japanese porn star Ai Ijima, literature has never been such a hot topic in Taiwan. Suddenly, the
previously unnoticed books of Gao Xingjian jump on the best-selling list; the debate of “Soul Mountain”
over “Soul Flesh™ ensues. The popularity and booming sale of “Platonic Sex” provoke the feminist. On the
other hand, the general public largely appreciates the positive transformation of a porn star into a career
woman. In retrospect, the banning of Wei Huei’s “Shanghai Babe” may provide some insights for the literati.
At the dawn of the new century, how should we adapt or even re-direct the trend of popular literature? We
will discuss the freedom of expression and publication, the social values of literary work, and the controversy
of commercial promotion techniques. This article will analyze the book “Shanghai Babe”, author Wei Huei,
and the promotion and banning incident of the book. To conclude, we like to present the literary trend from
both sides of the strait (Taiwan and mainland China), as we look forward to Chinese literature (especially
popular literature) at the beginning of the 21* century.
Key words : Wei Huei, Shanghai Babe, Post-colonial, Chinese literature
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