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The Image of Today’s Children: Taking the
Perspectives from Preschool Educators
as an Example

Kung, Mei-Juan
Ching-Kuo Institute of Management and Health

Abstract

This article aimed at exploring the top ten perspectives on today’s children held by
preschool educators. A total of 324 preschool educators in the metropolitan Taipei area
participated in this research. We performed “The Image of Today’s Children” survey to ask
preschool educators’ opinions about today’s children, in contrast to those children they had
met in the past. Results indicated the top ten perspectives from preschool educators were
“dependence”, “clever”, “low resistance of pressure”, “low ability of self-care”, “selfish”,
“impolite”, “be overprotected”, “hyperactive”, “expressive”, and “loss of innocence” as well.
CVI (content validity index) analysis confirmed the hypothesis that most preschool educators
held more negative viewpoints than positives about today’s children. Furthermore, results
showed that the majority of images of children from preschool educators’ perspectives
differed from those depicted in the ancient Chinese references. Nevertheless, emphasizing on
the concept of “children needed learning” is as important since ancient time till present.
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