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The Dissemination and Adaptation of
“Zhanhuakui” -- Analyses and Comparisons of

8 Texts

Ko Hsiang Chun

Associate Professor, Center for General Education, Ching Kuo Institute of Management
and Health.

Abstract

Meng-Long Feng’s “The Oil Vendor Wins a Pretty Bride” depicts that an oil vendor
Qin Zhong won the most famous beauty Xin Yaoqin. The story is based on love and it is
different from the narration of gifted scholars and beautiful ladies and the content refers to
the folks’ lives and it is thus commonly adapted by folk literature. Generally speaking, the
most complete adaption is Yu Lee’s Chuan Qi “Zhanhuakui ”. Yu Lee not only described the
love between Qin and Xin, but also expressed his affection to the country. This study adopts
the perspective of narratology and comparative texts of 8 folk literatures of the same story,
including “imitations” of Ming dynasty, Meng-Long Feng’s Stories to Awaken the World
“The Oil Vendor Wins a Pretty Bride”, “Chuan Qi of Qing dynasty” Yu Lee’s “Zhanhuakui ”,
The Whole Song of the Most Famous Beauty of “Ge Zai Ce” of Minnan, Fuzhou criticism
The Oil Vendor, “Zi Di Shu” of the Man The Oil Vendor Wins a Pretty Bride, drum Ci
“Zhanhuakui ”, puppet show The Most Famous Beauty Get Married and the “Zhanhuakui ”
of Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe. Through the narrative perspective, it aims to recognize
the adaption characteristic of “Fighting for Beauty” of Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe and
thoroughly explore the change of narrative technique and key points of “Fighting for Beauty”
because of different genres in order to acquire adaption aesthetics from different regions.

keywords : Zhanhuakui, Oil Vendor, the most famous beauty Xin Yaoqin, talking and
singing art, narrative perspective
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