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ABSTRACT

The 12-year basic education reform is a current educational issue in Taiwan. Facing
the impact of education reform, what is the learning motivation of junior high school
students? This question has become a focus of attention. This study aims to investigate
the learning motivation situation of eighth graders under the twelve-year basic education
reform. Field study class, taking a Shanhai class as an example, are taught by researchers.
The research method is the qualitative research approach. The findings of this study can
be summarized as follows: (1) Twelve-year basic education policy affects some students'
motivation. As the results of the policy are unknown, studies should investigate the
diverse range of effects on motivation to learn; (2) Students do not understand the excess
ratio, but low achievement students obtain a sense of accomplishment but from service
learning; (3) Some students worry about examinations, while others do not; (4) Some
students rarely study, and learning motivation is low; (5) Caring about results of month
exams affects students’ learning motivation, and students do not care about quizzes; (6)
Some students show higher motivation to learn for their favorite subjects, and lower
motivation to learn for the subjects they dislike. In conclusion, the following
recommendations are presented in this study: (1) To reduce the affect of the 12-year
basic education reform on students' learning motivation, teachers and parents should help
students to review schoolwork; (2) Advocating the concept of the 12-year basic
education reform will lead to diversified development of student; (3) Planning a better
"service learning" course can strengthen students' learning motivation; (4) Students’
attitudes toward learning should be cultivated; and (5) Students’ "specific motivation to
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learn™ should be transformed into “"general motivation to learn™.

Keywords: 12-year basic education reform, eighth grade students, learning
motivation
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